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Franklin Roosevelt grew up in a wealthy New York family. He 

married his distant cousin Eleanor Roosevelt. He became 

active in politics in 1910 when he was elected to the New 

York State Senate. In 1921, he became sick with polio. He 

nearly lost the use of his legs. In 1932 the country was in the 

Great Depression. People elected Franklin Roosevelt hoping he 

would be able to help. When Roosevelt entered office, he 

signed many new bills to fight the Great Depression. All of 

these programs together were called the New Deal. He was 

also president when World War Two began. When Japan 

bombed Pearl Harbor, Roosevelt had no choice but to 

declare war. As the war was coming to an end, Roosevelt's 

health began to fail, and he died from a stroke. He is 

considered by many to be one of the greatest presidents in 

the history of the United States.  
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