
The Life Cycle of a Chicken 
Chickens are the most common bird on earth. It is estimated 

that there are approximately seven chickens to each person in 

the world. Do you know about the life cycle of a chicken?       

A chicken begins its life as an egg which are laid by female 

chickens, called hens. Hens start to lay eggs when they are 

about six months old. Hens lay one egg each day, until there are 

about twelve eggs in her nest. Then the hen begins to sit on the 

eggs to incubate them. Inside the eggs, the baby chicks begin 

to develop for the next 21 days. During this time, the baby 

chicks growing inside the egg get their nutrition from materials 

inside the egg. When the eggs are ready to hatch, the chick 

inside uses its egg tooth, which is a small bump on the end of its 

beak, to peck its way out of the egg. The chicks are grown 

adults after a few weeks. Once they are six months old, the 

females can begin to lay eggs and the entire process starts 

again. Chickens usually live for 5-10 years. 
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Prefix & Suffix of the Week 
ex- 

Homophone of the Week 
by, bye, & buy 

Use the homophones in a sentence. 

1.  What is the meaning of the prefix?______________________________________	
  
	
  

_______________________________________________________________________________	
  

 
 
2.  Use the prefix in a sentence. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  

_______________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  

3.  by-_________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
	
  
 
4.  buy-________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
	
  
5.  bye-________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________	
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